In fact, at a first glance, it seems there is not as much material to be found about memory in ancient medical texts as, for instance, in such authors as Plato, Aristotle and some Sophists. For these authors memory seems to have been no less alluring than it is to contemporary researchers. The contemporary interest in memory-alongside the role memory plays for collective selfunderstanding, often prompted by collective shared traumas-is to some extent due to an increase in memory deficits, such as Alzheimer's, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, learning disabilities, etc., afflicting individuals in societies where the lifespan has increased to a very great extent. Employing a prolific conceptual apparatus, contemporary authors make use of different paradigms for examining different issues pertaining to memory: memory systems (longterm, short-term, working memory), brain plasticity, representation, encoding, forgetting, collective memory, cultural memory, etc.3 Memory is, so to speak, dissected according to the functions and roles a given society or group assigns to it.
In ancient Greece the conceptual apparatus is substantially different, but the interest in understanding memory seems also to have been related to 
